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A proconsul is not absolutely obliged to decline gifts, but he should aim 
for a mean, neither sulkily holding completely back nor greedily going be-
yond a reasonable level of gifts. On this subject, the Deified Severus and 
the present Emperor Antoninus have most delicately given guidelines 
in a letter whose words are as follows: “So far as concern presents, attend 
to what we say: there is an old proverb «neither everything nor every time 
nor from every person». For certainly, it is unmannerly to accept from no 
one, but to take from everyone is utterly contemptible and to take every-
thing offered is sheer greed”. The provision contained in warrants of ap-
pointment that a  proconsul or someone in another such office himself 
neither accept any gift or commission nor purchase anything save provi-
sions as needed day by day, refers not to token presents, but to such things 
as go beyond the norm of  hospitality. But neither may little presents be 
piled up to achieve the quality of substantial payments8.

De officio procon-

sulis libri X
9

-

-

8 -

-

-

taken from: The Digest of Justinian
9 Ulpian: Pioneer of Human Rights, 
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de repetundis
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12 -

and ingratitude13.  

-

-

14 15

.   

10 Domestique et fonctionnaire sous le haut-empire romain: la con-

dition de l’affranchi et de l’esclave du prince
11 -

Historia
12

Statthalter in den kaiserzeitlichen griechischen Provinzen, Stuttgart 2002, p. 254.
13 Das Criminalrecht der Römischen Republik

The Journal of Juristic Papyrology 2008, 38, p. 150-151.
14 -

Septymiusz Sewerus. Cesarz z Lepcis Magna
15 Personal Patronage under the Early Empire

-

Zur Bedeutung des Begriffs eleganter in 

den römisch-rechtlichen Quellen

Symbolae ad Jus  

et Historiam Antiquitatis Pertinentes Julio Christiano Van Oven Dedicatae, Leiden 
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nia, dona and munera 17

xenia (or xeniola
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-
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18.

xenia
19. Vit-

xenia

17 op. cit.
18 -

Handlexikon zu den Quellen des römischen Rechts

Encyclopedic Dictionary of Roman Law -

19 xenia

Greg. Mag. ep

xenia

Dieu(x) et Hommes, Histoire et iconographie des sociétés 

païennes et chrétiennes de l’Antiquité à nos jours, Mélanges en l’honneur de Françoise 

Thélamon
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21 Peasant and Empire in Christian North Africa -

22 met -
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Bilder der Macht im Mitte-

lalter and Neuzeit
24 Me/tria ce/nia o)fei/lei o( a)nqu/patoj de/xesqai. De/xesqai de\ ce/nia 
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-

proconsul consul, since 

27 -

28 -

proconsul consuls to 

assist29.

pro

meaning: instead of in place of, in the name of it started to be under-

stood as standing ahead, leading, standing in front

praeconsul
30

prothconsul

trofh=j, ou)k e)pite/traptai.
25

judex or princeps. Vicomtes 

et vicomtés dans l’Occident médiéval

Rural crime control
27 Handbuch zur lateinischen Sprache des Mittelalters, 

Bd. 2: Bedeutungswandel und Wortbildung

Zur Bildung Romanischer Berufszeichnungen im Mittelalter
28 Chart. Argent

29 Medieval Italy: an Encyclopedia
30 op. cit., p. 47.

Classica_Cracoviensia.indb   130 2013-04-29   09:34:47



131

XENIA IN THE MIDDLE AGES

31 -

Eccles

32.

xenia (or exenia
33

34

Xenia 35. 
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32 adv. gent a Glossary of Later 

Latin to 600 A.D.
33 Formulae Mero-

wingici et Karolini Aevi: Accedunt Ordines Iudiciorum Dei

Sometimes as xenia

Mediae Latinitatis Lexikon  

34 Farming the Early Middle Ages: Europe and the Mediterranean. 

400-800
35

-

-

 

Classica_Cracoviensia.indb   131 2013-04-29   09:34:47



132

of xenia xenia does not mean gifts or 

-

37, according to 

medium tenendum est38.

-

Livres de Jostice et de Plet

not all things, not every time and not from 

everyone39 40.

-

Policraticus: 

What is said about governors and others justices ought, of course, to hold 
also among proconsuls, who are commonly called itinerant justices41 

The English Historical Review 1924, 39, 153, p. 79. Xenia

The Medieval Chronicle: Proceedings of the 1st International 

Conference on the Medieval Chronicle, Driebergen-Utrecht, 13-16 July 1996, Amster-

 Accursius, glossa ad “non pertinet”
37 Accursius, glossa ad “avarissimum”
38

-

sic medium tenendum est -

39 Livres de Jostice et de Plet

40 The Crossroads of Justice: Law and Culture in Late Medieval Fran-

ce, Leiden 1992, p. 33.
41 errantes. erro

to wander, to travel and to be mistaken

 

ep. 95 ad Henricum II
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by our fellow countrymen. Although a  misnomer, since it does not suit 
the office, it still suits the personnel, who stray from the path of  equity, 
chasing after their own desires in the pursuit of avarice and the plunder-
ing of  the people. All duties should be freely performed so that nothing 
is  either demanded or received beyond the fixed amount. But perhaps 
you ask what the fixed amount is. It is contained in the people’s ordinance 
that none who governs is  to accept a  present or gift, except of  food or 
drink, and this also is to be used in the days immediately following. This 
applies also to proconsuls and other magistrates created by the prince’s 
command. Yet they ought not to refuse gifts entirely but to exercise mod-
eration. That they are neither to refrain from gifts totally nor to exceed 
the mean greedily – these principles are stated in a  letter by the deified 
Severus and the Emperor Antoninus. The word of  the letter are these: 
Hear what we judge as it pertains to the quantity of gifts. There is an old 
proverb: Not all things, not at all times, not from all persons. For it re-
quires an inhuman strength to accept from no one; but to accept indis-
criminately is most vile; and for all things, most avaricious. It is contained 
in our commands that the proconsul and those in other offices will accept 
no donation or present, or purchase anything, except by reason of  dai-
ly nourishment, which does not pertain to perishable gifts but to those 
which exceed useful edibles. But these gifts are not to take on the char-
acter of remuneration. Although an advocate can justly sell his ability to 
plead and counsel his sound knowledge of legal right, it is never permit-
ted to sell judgment to anyone42. 

42 Policr -

-

-
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44 Prawo karne

Prawne, kryminologiczne i kry-
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